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amendments will establish the appropriate ways 
councillors are to make decisions and receive 
information based on the following principles: 
 

• Decision making by councillors must be through 
a resolution adopted at a council or committee 
meeting. 

• Information is to be provided to councillors 
through clear and established channels: 

o information may be provided to 
councillors by staff in response to a 
request for information or action made 
through the councillor request system, 

o general information to assist 
councillors’ understanding of sector 
wide issues (e.g. legislative changes), 
should be received from the general 
manager (and other external sources), 

o training materials to meet learning and 
development requirements come 
through 

o established training programs,  
o information to enable councillors to 

understand the function, service 
delivery standards,  strengths, 
weaknesses, threats and opportunities 
of council operations should be 
provided in periodic workshop format 
(e.g. an annual strategic planning 
workshop), and 

o information requiring a specific decision 
or resolution of council is to be 
provided by the general manager as a 
part of a report prepared for the 
business papers of a council or 
committee meeting. 

• The distribution of information in a meeting or 
format that is not consistent with the above 
pathways (e.g. through briefing sessions), is not 
permitted. 

• The mayor will not be subject to these 
restrictions and may receive information in 
order to undertake their functions under the Act. 

 
Transparency in local government is critical to 
maintain trust within the community, however 
briefing sessions outside of the public meeting 
process should be permitted within a clear 
framework. It is important that Councillors feel safe 
to ask questions and understand alternate views or 
solutions to an issue. It is also important that 
Council officers can provide detailed background 
information to Councillors in relation to matters that 
may come before them. This process of becoming 
fully informed cannot be achieved within the 
formality of a Council Meeting and banning briefing 
sessions may ultimately delay timely decision 
making. 
 
This single proposal will undermine and weaken 
government across NSW to the detriment of the 
people of NSW.  It will deliver poor decisions and 
compromise good government. The express 
authorisation of the Mayor being briefed in direct 
contrast to other elected members simply 
punctuates the absurdity of the proposal. 

 




