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Introduction 

Penrith City Council thanks the Office of Local Government (OLG) for the 
opportunity to make this submission on the proposed amendments to the Model 
Code of Meeting Practice for Local Councils (the Model Meeting Code). 

Council urges the OLG to carefully consider all submissions received, ensuring that 
any contentious issues are resolved in a manner that benefits the effective 
operation of councils and the best interests of their communities.  

The submission, prepared by Council officers in consultation with Councillors, 
supports the principles informing the proposed reforms and many of the proposed 
changes. It does however raise concerns with some proposed amendments.  

In particular, Council is concerned with the proposal to ban Councillor Briefings 
and suggests further clarification and consideration of this issue is needed.  

It is Penrith City Council’s long-standing practice that Councillor Briefings are not 
decision-making forums but are used for essential consultation and engagement 
between Councillors and staff during the development of policies, strategies and 
other works. On occasions, other government agencies (including State 
Government Departments) and various technical experts also brief Councillors on 
important issues in these forums.     

Please consider Council’s responses to the proposed amendments in the table 
below.  Council is willing to provide further information if needed and would 
welcome the opportunity to participate in any further engagement opportunities. 
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Conclusion 
 
Council thanks the OLG for the opportunity to make this submission and would 
welcome the opportunity for future engagement on these important issues at the 
OLG’s discretion. 
 
For any further information regarding this submission please contact  

 
 

  






