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Subject/title Elections for mayors and elections for
chairpersons of joint organisations and county
councils

Circular Details Circular No 26-15/ 19 August 2026/ A1013723

Previous Circular 23-09 September 2023 Mayoral Elections

Councillors / General Managers / Executive Officers /

Who should read this
Governance staff

Contact Council Governance Team / 02 4428 4100 / olg@olg.nsw.gov.au

Action required Council / Joint Organisation / County Council to Implement

What’s new or changing?

e Under the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act), mayors elected by councillors and

chairpersons of joint organisations and county councils hold office for 2 years.

e Under section 290(1)(b) of the Act, councils that elect their mayors must hold a mid-

term mayoral election in September 2026.

e The deputy mayor, (if the council has one), holds their office for the mayoral term or a
shorter term specified by resolution. An election for deputy mayor must be held after

the deputy mayor's term expires (usually at the same meeting as the mayoral election).

e Joint organisations and county councils must also hold an election for the chairperson
at the first meeting after the chairperson’s term has ended (see clause 1 of Schedule
7A and clause 1 of Schedule 8 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 (the
Regulation)).

What will this mean for council?

e Elections for the mayor and deputy mayor must be conducted in accordance with

Schedule 7 of the Regulation.
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Elections of chairpersons of joint organisations must be conducted in accordance with
Schedule 7A of the Regulation.

Elections for chairpersons of county councils must be conducted in accordance with

Schedule 8 of the Regulation.

Each of the Schedules prescribe three methods of election:
o open ballot (eg a show of hands)
o ordinary ballot, or
o preferential ballot.

The Office of Local Government has issued a fact sheet on conducting mayoral
elections, which is available here. The guidance in the fact sheet is equally applicable to

elections for chairpersons of joint organisations and county councils.

Key points

Councillors and members of joint organisations and county councils can participate in
elections using an open ballot by audio visual link but not where the other two methods

of election are used.

Ordinary and preferential ballots are secret ballots and councillors and members of
joint organisations and county councils will need to attend the meeting in person to

vote if the election is held using either of these methods.

The disallowed 2025 Model Code of Meeting Practice for Local Councils in NSW (Model
Meeting Code) did not permit councillors and members of joint organisations and
county councils to attend meetings by audio visual link at which there was to be an
election for the mayor or chairperson. This restriction does not apply under the
currently applicable 2021 Model Meeting Code.

Where to go for further information

The Office of Local Government has issued a fact sheet on conducting mayoral

elections, which is available here.

For further information please contact the Council Governance Team on 02 4428 4100

or by email at olg@olg.nsw.gov.au.

Brett Whitworth PSM
Deputy Secretary, Local Government

Circular to Councils
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