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Circular to Councils 

Subject/title New privacy protections under the Electoral 
Funding Act 2018 

Circular Details Circular 26-16/ 19 August 2026/ A1014191 

Previous Circular N/A 

Who should read this General Managers / Council Governance staff 

Contact Council Governance Team / 02 4428 4100 / olg@olg.nsw.gov.au 

Action required Council to Implement  

What’s new or changing?  
• To protect the privacy and security of political participants, section 22 of the Electoral 

Funding Act 2018 (EF Act) has been amended to prohibit the NSW Electoral Commission 

from publishing residential addresses contained in disclosures of reportable political 

donations if the donor is a current or previous registered candidate or elected member 

of a local council or the NSW Parliament. 

• Historical political donation disclosure records have been removed from the NSW 

Electoral Commission’s website to remove political participants’ residential addresses 

before being republished. Future disclosures will not be published with political 

participants’ residential addresses visible.  

What will this mean for council? 
• Councils should review the register of current disclosures of political donations 

maintained under section 328A of the Local Government Act 1993 (the LG Act) and 

published on their websites under Schedule 1 of the Government Information (Public 

Access) Regulation 2018 (GIPA Regulation) to ensure it does not disclose the 

residential address of any registered candidate or elected member.  
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Key points 
• General managers of councils are required under section 328A of the LG Act to keep a 

register of copies of current declarations of disclosures of political donations lodged 

with the NSW Electoral Commission by or on behalf of councillors of the council 

concerned (including in their capacity as candidates for election as councillors).  

• Registers maintained under section 328A of the LG Act are prescribed as open access 

information under Schedule 1 of the GIPA Regulation and must be published on 

councils’ websites. 

• The Office of Local Government (OLG) has previously advised that councils can comply 

with the requirement under section 328A of the LG Act and the GIPA Regulation by 

publishing a link on their website to the NSW Electoral Commission’s disclosures 

publication website (https://elections.nsw.gov.au/electoral-funding/disclosures/view-

disclosures). 

• OLG strongly encourages councils to maintain this practice to ensure they comply with 

the privacy requirements under section 22 of the EF Act. 

Where to go for further information 
• The NSW Electoral Commission’s disclosure website is available at: 

https://elections.nsw.gov.au/electoral-funding/disclosures/view-disclosures. 

• For further information about the new requirements under the EF Act, contact the NSW 

Electoral Commission via its website at https://elections.nsw.gov.au/contact-us or by 

telephone at 1300 135 736. 

• For further information about the requirement to maintain a register under section 

328A of the LG Act, please contact OLG’s Council Governance Team on 02 4428 4100 

or by email at olg@olg.nsw.gov.au. 

 

 
Brett Whitworth PSM 
Deputy Secretary, Local Government  
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