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COUNCIL RATES RELIEF FOR BUSHFIRE VICTIMS
EXTENDED FOR ANOTHER SIX MONTHS

The NSW Government is continuing to support victims of the devastating 2019-20
bushfires, announcing $2.5 million to fund another six months of council rate relief for
those who lost their main properties.

Deputy Premier and Minister responsible for Disaster Recovery John Barilaro said
the NSW Government is committed to continuing to help our local communities
recover from the devastating bushfires.

‘I am pleased to announce council rate relief has been extended for a further six
months for people whose main property was significantly damaged or destroyed by
bushfires, if it has not yet been rebuilt or changed ownership,” Mr Barilaro said.

“This financial support for property owners is in addition to the NSW Government
footing the bill for the initial bushfire clean-up with more than 3,600 properties
cleared across the state.”

Minister for Local Government Shelley Hancock said the extension comes after more
than $5.4 million in council rate relief has already been provided to over 3,300
property owners to reduce the financial burden on bushfire victims as they rebuild
their lives.

“In February 2020, the NSW Government announced it was funding six months of
council rate relief for owners of homes, farms and businesses whose properties
suffered damage beyond repair in the bushfires,” Mrs Hancock said.

“Then in June last year, we announced a further six months of rate relief for eligible
property owners to ensure they can direct more of their finances towards rebuilding.”

Member for Bega Andrew Constance said funding has been paid directly to 34 local
councils which means eligible ratepayers don’t have to pay anything and it does not
cost local government anything to support these property owners.

“Our north and south coasts suffered terribly during the 2019-20 bushfires and | am
pleased to say that these areas have received significant council rate relief,” Mr
Constance said.

“As the local member of two of the hardest hit regions, | know that the additional
support will be welcomed across our region and will further assist in taking pressure
off residents as they rebuild their lives.

Mrs Hancock said the additional rate relief will cover the second half of the 2020-21
rates period, recognising that some owners are still in the process of recovering and
rebuilding their properties.



“We're encouraged by the positive feedback and response we've had to helping
NSW property owners affected by the 2019-20 bushfires, so much so that we’re

considering an additional six months of relief.”
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Local governmentarea

Number of properties

Rates reliefto date

Armidale Regional Council 23 $33,232.65
Bega Valley Shire Council 487 $784,264.86
Bellingen Shire Council 1 $2,514
Blue Mountains City Council 61 $65,710.18
Central Coast Council 11 $8,999.20
Cessnock City Council 25 $56,446.20
Clarence Valley Council 291 $323,301.82
Coffs Harbour City Council 11 $28,392.67
Eurobodalla Shire Council 750 $1,540,916.74
Glen Innes Severn Council 12 $11,674.72
Goulburn Mulwaree Council 6 $3,699.12
Greater Hume Shire Council 11 $10,028.97
Hawkesbury City Council 23 $42,309.77
Inverell Shire Council 1 $1,603.74
Kempsey Shire Council 91 $135,696.23
Kyogle Council 6 $6,514.15
Lismore City Council 2 $28,570.80
Lithgow City Council 71 $94,402.35
Mid-Coast Council 182 $186,453.61
Mid-Western Regional Council 9 $10,256.41
Nambucca Valley Council 70 $84,538.81
Oberon Council 1 $978.45
Port Macquarie-Hastings
Council 33 $55,019
Queanbeyan-Palerang
Regional Council 64 $104,392.31
Richmond Valley Council 90 $78,338
Shoalhaven City Council 399 $830,134.80
Singleton Council 7 $2,399.10
Snowy Monaro Regional
Council 250 $59,703.21
Snowy Valleys Council 219 $357,681.50
Tenterfield Shire Council 60 $62,736.20
Upper Lachlan Shire Council 4 $1,660
Walcha Council 20 $23,110.97
Wingecarribee Shire Council 75 $137,882.20
Wollondilly Shire Council 32 $92,868.72
TOTAL 3,398 $5,266,431.46




