
.30/01/2020

Transcript produced by Epiq

1

OFFICE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT - WINGECARRIBEE SHIRE COUNCIL

The Ray Hadley Morning Show - Interview between Ray Hadley
and Councillor Ian Scandrett

Thursday, 30 January 2020 at 10.49am
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RAY HADLEY: I have been in correspondence with
Wingecarribee Council. Their Mayor appeared on breakfast
radio here on our network, Nine Network last week and said
some quite bizarre things about this waiving of the $10,000
DA application for people who have lost their homes in that
shire to fires. So last night we get to a council meeting
where one of the councillors, and that is councillor for
Wingecarribee Shire Council Ian Scandrett, put a motion to
waive the DA. He was unsuccessful, 6/3 they have voted
against it. He is on the line. Councillor, good morning.

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: Good morning, Ray.

RAY HADLEY: I watched part of what happened last night
and I have seen the Channel 7 report by Chris Maher. It
appeared to me those in gallery were people impacted who
lost their homes or representing those who had and they
were incensed by their treatment from the Mayor and by the
Council generally?

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: It was insensitive to say the
least. There were people who have lost their homes. There
were a lot of people who are very active in the community
who were appalled at our Mayor, as am I. I continue to be.
I called out "shame" when I was speaking. But Ray, where
do we go with this? I think I am going to have to call
a public meeting. I have had a lot of people speaking with
me this morning and they are saying get a public meeting
up.

RAY HADLEY: Well, you would know more about this than me.
Surely there can be intervention from the Local Government
Minter. If a council is behaving poorly by majority,
surely the Local Government Minter Shelley Hancock can
intervene here and say, well hang on a sec, you people need
to have a good long look at yourselves. We are in a
terrible situation.

You make the point in an email to me you have got
182 million in cash reserves including S94 levies
allocated, you have got 20 million that is unincumbent of
that 182 million and we are talking about 600,000, you are
talking about 10,000 times 60. And if the government pays
it later and reimburses the council, well and good, but in
the meantime you are able to move forward if you are
a person who has lost your home in your shire.
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COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: Ray, we are a compassionate, caring
community and we are not acting like that. Our Mayor is
not doing that. I have to say to you that that should have
been the first thing that was done last night, spend that
from the reserves. The motion failed, the councillors are
not listen to the community. In fact, the Mayor's speech
did not recognise those people in the room at the top of
his mayoral minute. But let me say, on my Facebook I have
said, yes the best fix would be to sack us all - all.

RAY HADLEY: Get rid of the lot. So you are prepared to
the sacked by the Local Government Minister?

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: Absolutely.

RAY HADLEY: So that they can put an administrator in to
do the right thing?

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: Absolutely Ray. The best way to
get rid of the gene pool, start over.

RAY HADLEY: Okay. Now, you voted of course with your own
motion, who voted with you?

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: There were three of us who voted
with that motion and that was Councillor Turland and
Councillor Halstead. We wanted that money taken straight
from the reserves and applied, about 600,000 if they are
all about 10,000 in fees.

RAY HADLEY: Okay. All right, well let me go through the
councillors who voted the other way. So it is Councillor
Halstead, Deputy Mayor Councillor Turland he voted were
you; correct?

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: Yes, with us, yes.

RAY HADLEY: Okay. And then you, Councillor Scandrett.
So that means the Mayor, Councillor Gair voted against you
in a --

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: Yes. And tried to shut me down Ray
when the wanted suspension standing orders so that people
in the gallery could ask questions.

RAY HADLEY: Okay.
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COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: And he shut me down.

RAY HADLEY: Okay. Councillor Grahame Andrews voted with
the Mayor to dud the people of Wingecarribee who have lost
their homes. Councillor Graham McLachlan voted with the
Mayor to dud the people of Wingecarribee, Councillor --

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: Local ALP councillor, yes, not very
impressive.

RAY HADLEY: So what - what preference is Councillor Gair?
Where does he swing, Labor, Liberal or in the middle?

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: He is an old National, had stood
for federal.

RAY HADLEY: He is an old National?

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: Yes. And Grahame Andrews is very
close to him as is Peter --

RAY HADLEY: Okay.

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: -- Nelson you were about to read
out.

RAY HADLEY: Okay. What about the Councillor Gordon
Markwart, what is he?

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: Our local Green.

RAY HADLEY: Oh, of course he would be, your local green.
Okay, everyone has got one of them. Councillor Nelson?

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: A former staff member and beholden
he ran to number 2 with Gair.

RAY HADLEY: So are you telling me that the National Party
of orchestrating this by --

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: No, I am not saying that Ray but
there are those connections.

RAY HADLEY: Well, yeah, well I will say it for you then,
okay. John Barilaro, the National's leader and Deputy
Premier, you need to put a rocket up the Nationals because
their voting as a block to stop the poor people in the
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Wingecarribee Shire who lost their homes, 60 of them, to
waive the $10,000 DA, I can't believe it. And what about
Councillor Larry Whipper, where did Larry go?

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: Well Councillor Whipper is a half
a Green and he was --

RAY HADLEY: (Laughing).

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: Despite saying he is very much
looking after the community, compassionate, works in the
industry, caring and so on, he voted against it.

RAY HADLEY: Okay.

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: It is unreal, unreal.

RAY HADLEY: It is. All right, well thank you for your
time Councillor and, if you need to be sacked, you will be
sacked. Thanks very much.

COUNCILLOR SCANDRETT: Thank you, Ray.

RAY HADLEY: All the best. So he wants to fall on his
sword Ian Scandrett. He said sack the lot of us, clean out
the gene pool.

But here we have John Barilaro - get me that opinion
piece he has written today - get me that opinion piece he
has written today, John Barilaro. He has written an
opinion piece - and I like him John Deputy Premier - good
fellow, commonsense sort of bloke. But here is a National
lead, a National lead council, according to one of the
councillors - Councillor Gair - Duncan Gair; the Mayor,
Councillor Grahame Andrews; Councillor Graham McLaughlin,
Councillor Gordon Markwart; who is a green; Councillor
Peter Nelson, who tends to be a National and then a half
Green, according to Ian Scandrett, Councillor Whipper. But
you have got National councillors voting against a motion
to waive the DA charges at 10,000 a head for 60 poor
buggers who lost their home.

And they wanted to come up with some concoction about,
oh well if you have got insurance, if you have got
insurance well, you know, they should pay the $10,000 not
you so it doesn't matter so it is only the people who are
uninsured and we don't care about people who are uninsured.
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But one of the things - and by the way the local MP
was there observing, Nathaniel Smith. His father is
a former Minister of the Crown and a former
Attorney-General in New South Wales. This Mayor doesn't
represent me says Ian. The community say the same. He has
been on council for 25 years and until two years ago, one
year as Mayor and now three years, same block voters last
night. They block - so they vote as a block.

Now this is what John Barilaro wrote today:

How dare you, this is all wrong. I
shouldn't have to write this, I should be
back in my community on the other side of
the mountains. Yet you all come to the
regions for hope. You have stolen our
dreams, our children's future and your
empty words. People are suffering, people
are dying, entire regional communities are
collapsing and this could be the beginning
of a mass extinction of regional New South
Wales and all you can talk about is climate
change and the fairy tails of rolling hills
littered with wind turbines. How dare you?
So many great people across the globe like
Greta Thunberg ...

By the way someone said "Why haven't you mentioned the fact
that she wants to trademark her name?" Because I don't
talk about her. I don't care about her. She is
a 15-year-old girl and she is irrelevant, as far as I am
concerned. Anyway, I love a lot of 15-year-old girls that
I know and they are very intelligent young women and they
are fantastic, but how she got on the world stage, I am
buggered if I know. I am absolutely flummoxed. Anyway:

All those that live in the comfort of
eastern suburbs of Sydney, even my own
colleague Matt Kean want to make the summer
fires into a platform about climate change.
The reality is ideology has set our regions
up to fail. It is the regions who every
day have to deal with and live next to
national parks that are looked up with fuel
loads ready to explode while tonnes of
bitumen, concrete and towers line the
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suburbs of Sydney. It is the regions that
get littered with solar farms, wind
turbines let you refuse to let them on your
coastline of Sydney. It is the regions
that take Sydney's garbage every night
because God forbid you won't deal with your
own rubbish including your environmentally
damaging plastic. But we accept it, we do
our bit.

And so he goes on. Well, all true. I don't disagree with
anything you have written John, all true. But you have got
bigger fish to fry John Barilaro and that is getting a fair
deal - and you are the man at the head of this. The
Premier has appointed you to look after those people
impacted by fires. Get on the phone to these dolts, your
colleagues who are Nationals - Nationals conservative
politicians at Wingecarribee Shire Council, and if they
vote as a block and there are three of them at least, the
vote would have been 6/3 the other way to waive it. Pick
up the phone John, ring them and say what the bloody hell
is going on at Wingecarribee? Why are you doing this to
me? I am writing opinion pieces today in the Daily
Telegraph, you know, to set us aside from our Sydney
cousins who don't care about us and here you are snubbing
60 of your constituents who lost their homes in dreadful
fires over the Christmas new year period. That is what you
should be doing Deputy Premier today, pulling these jerks
into line.

INTERVIEW CONCLUDED
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