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NSW residents are being encouraged to adopt from their local council pound or animal shelter 
rather than shopping if they’re considering getting a pet this Christmas.    

The Christmas period is a prime time when many families welcome a new, furry family member into 
their homes.  

But with councils and rehoming organisations reporting an increase in surrendered or abandoned 
animals recently, there are many loving pets across the state waiting to find their forever home.  

In the 12 months to 30 June 2023, there were 21,580 dogs and 14,370 cats in the NSW pound 
system, including 5,680 dogs and 5,030 cats which were released to organisations for rehoming. 

Adopting a pet provides a safe home to animals in need of a second chance while also reducing the 
demand on the state’s facilities. This includes 100 approved rehoming organisations and 98 council 
pounds across NSW. 

Current and prospective pet owners are also being reminded about responsible pet ownership and 
the importance of microchipping, desexing and registering their pet via the NSW Pet Registry. 

Sadly, summer is a peak time of year for pets to go missing, whether they’re spooked by New Year's 
Eve fireworks or escape into unfamiliar surroundings when taken on the family holiday.  

Ensuring your pet’s details are up to date on the NSW Pet Registry can make all the difference in 
the chance of a happy reunion if your pet goes missing.  

Registration via the NSW Pet Registry is free for desexed cats and dogs adopted from pounds, 
animal shelters and approved rehoming organisations.  

To adopt a pet this Christmas, visit your council pound, RSPCA, Animal Welfare League, Cat 
Protection Society or another approved rehoming organisation in your local area.  

To see the full list of approved rehoming organisations click here, or contact your local council for 
information on council pounds.  

Quotes attributable to Minister for Local Government Ron Hoenig: 

“Dogs and cats are beloved members of the family in homes across NSW.  

“They can provide love and companionship and adopting a pet which might’ve had a rough start to 
life can be an incredibly rewarding experience.      

“If you’re welcoming a new pet into your family this Christmas, please think about visiting a council 
pound, animal shelter or rehoming organisation to see if there’s a dog or cat that would suit your 
household. 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z9yyn06a3lpa0a060cb81/h?rlkey=1mpz164hxw9dzd6jq1tnek6z9&dl=0
https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Approved-rehoming-organisations-14082023.pdf
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.olg.nsw.gov.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F10%2FApproved-rehoming-organisations-14082023.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CClare.Dowswell%40minister.nsw.gov.au%7C11fd872fe75e4459efb308dc0053355a%7C027a78031cbf40129b8cb068ce34ea56%7C0%7C0%7C638385604861284601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sy4ai%2BB3Ky8NjAPqNCtYABpwoHsehSB1G%2FBvELgTKEY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.olg.nsw.gov.au%2Fpublic%2Flocal-government-directory%2F&data=05%7C02%7CClare.Dowswell%40minister.nsw.gov.au%7C11fd872fe75e4459efb308dc0053355a%7C027a78031cbf40129b8cb068ce34ea56%7C0%7C0%7C638385604861284601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hZN9SfdZCsJ8szPSRfXq%2FEYWclRfTndwvXQYk9YtYqU%3D&reserved=0


 

 

02 7225 6150 52 Martin Place Sydney NSW 2000 GPO Box 5341 Sydney NSW 2001 2 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

“More than 3,480 dogs and 3,690 cats were adopted from NSW pounds in the year to 30 June 2023, 
showing just how generous the people of NSW can be. 

“While pets can bring a lot of joy, it’s also important to remember they are a big responsibility.  

“So before adopting a pet ensure you’re in the best position to give them the life and home they 
deserve.”    

MEDIA: Clare Dowswell | Minister Hoenig | 0448 540 073  

 

 


