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Office of Local Government 

Council Governance Team 

Locked Bag 3015 

NOWRA  NSW  2541 

 

Via email: olg@olg.nsw.gov.au  

Dear Office of Local Government  

 Model Meeting Code Amendments 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide submissions in relation to the proposed 

amendments to the Model Code of Meeting Practice for Local Councils in NSW (Model 

Meeting Code). 

 

Tweed Shire Council resolved to support the following submission at this its meeting held 

on 20 February 2025. 

 

Will The Proposed Amendments Made In The Consultation Draft Of The Model 

Meeting Code Achieve The Policy Outcomes Identified In This Paper?  

 

The policy objectives identified in the paper are:  

 

1. promoting transparency, integrity and public participation  

2. promoting the dignity of the Council chamber  

3. depoliticising the role of the general manager  

4. simplifying the Model Meeting Code  

 

In relation to the goal of “promoting transparency, integrity and public participation”, 

Council makes the following submission:  

 

Removing pre meeting briefings (workshops)  

The removal of clause 3.33-3.38 which will result in pre meeting briefings (also known as 

councillor workshops) to no longer be held is strongly opposed. These sessions, when run in 

accordance with the current model code requirements, do not function as a forum for 

debate or decision-making. Their purpose is to allow good communication between the 

elected body and Council staff so that Council staff can more effectively and efficiently 

allocate resources (e.g. these sessions can signal to staff the level of and/or type of advice 

required in a report). From a councillor perspective, these sessions can provide training and 

advice on Council services to enable the councillors to have a better understanding of 

Council, which in turn results in better decision making. If Councils are required to form 


















