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through adoption as 
Clauses in CoMP. 

Section 7 
Modes of 
Address 

Clause 7.1 
Stand when Mayor 
enters. 

 
Presumes Mayor is always last to arrive and arrival time is a 
given. At Clarence Valley Council there is no clear vision of the 
Mayor's approach.   

Section 10 
Rules of 
Debate 

Clause 10.24 
Removed option to 
shorten duration of 
speeches (debate). 
  

 
While used infrequently, may be more heavily relied upon 
where meetings times are extended due to increased 
questioning to gain understanding following removal of Pre 
Meeting Briefing.   

Section 11 
Voting 

Clause 11.12 11.13 
Strengthened 
requirements for reasons 
to determine a planning 
matter contrary to 
assessment officer's 
recommendation. 
  

 
Silent on whether reasons need to comply with Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Act for determination, position would 
be strengthened if this was made clear.   
Without making clear, potential for increased litigation where 
development refused without planning grounds.  

Section 14 
Closure of 
Council 
Meetings to 
the Public 

Clause 14.12 - 14.17 
Rules for deputations to 
closure of meeting to be 
determined by Council 
rather than by adoption 
of Clause in CoMP. 

 
Adoption as a Clause in the COMP provides a Version 
controlled single source of truth that is easily located as a 
reference across the sector.  

 
In addition to the above matters, there is inconsistency of language throughout the draft Model Code. 
For example, references to ‘by resolution of Council' and also ‘as determined by Council’. Consistent 
language improves common understanding and application.   

 

Clarence Valley Council urgently requests that the NSW Government make public the submissions to 
the Councillor Conduct and Meeting Practices; a new framework received by the Office of Local 
Government in 2024.   

 

Kind Regards, 

General Manager  

 

Att – Business Paper Item 2025.1385 




